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Indian Dogs

The Indian wild dog, or "Kolsun" is claimed by many to
the progenitor of all domesticated dogs. He clos. ¥
resembles a greyhound, and is found all over the Himalaya = d
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East India country. He exhibits many traits characteristic of « ir
hunting dogs. Indian dogs were highly prized among the Pers n
aristocracy; Xerxes | (489-65 B.C.E.) reportedly took a la
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number of them with his army when he marched against Gree: .
One of the Persian satraps of Babylon assigned the revenu
derived from four large villages in that province to the care

his Indian hounds. A dog belonging to Darius Il (336-

o ©O = '‘Wn

B.C.E.) supposedly refused to leave his corpse after he h
been struck down by Bessus.
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Kanni

The Kanni is a rare variety of dog found in South India, in

and around Tirunelveli, Kovilpatti, Kazhugumalai, Kileral,
Kodangipatti, Slvakasi and Madurai. It is said that the name Kanni
( which means unmarried girl) comes from the fact that the dog
used to be given as a gift to the bridegroom just before the
marriage. In fact, it was in the list of dowry items offered to the
groom. They are usually of four colours, brown, cream, black &
tan and brindle. The Kanni is kept by families who do not sell
them but may gift them if a promise is made to look after them
well. They are not all owed to roam on the streets and brought up
as pet animals. They are given a diet of milk in the morning, corn
porridge in the afternoon and a “Ragi” porridge in the evening.
Meat is given once a week or once a month only. They are used

mainly for hunting.
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Chippiparai

The Chippiparai is a hound native to Southern India partic

larly the district of Thanjavur. It has a compact streamlined bo
built for chasing game. This is a one man dog which does not |
to be petted fed or handled by anyone other than its master
handler. It has an independent mind. The dog is about 50 cms t
and weigh 15-20 kgs. The head is domed, fine and long. The e:
are small and maybe semi-erect or rose shaped. The eyes are dai
the tail is bony The legs are long and straight. The chest is de

with a slightly roached back and a tucked-up belly. The lenght frc
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the brisket to the rump is slightly shorter than the height at the
shoulder It maybe white and fawn though all colours are accepted.
It needs very little grooming and enjoys the outdoors. Its food
requirements are very minimal. It is very hardy and resistant to
climatic changes.
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Rajapalayam

This breed looks like a miniature Great Dane, with its po.

ful, muscular, and heavy build. It is 2 typical boar hound which
used for hunting wild boar and hare. It is usually white in col
the skin being pink. It has a deep chest. The hair is soft on
head but coarse on the body. It may be about 65 cms. tall
about 25 kgs in weight. The bitches are about 60 c¢ms in he
and about 20 kgs in weight. It has a domed head that is car
high. There maybe a little wrinkling on the skin of the head
throat but no pronounced dewlap. The skin is loose all aver

body and the eyes are dark and usually deep brown. The ears |

pendant and feel like soft leather, The jaws are long fine and
erful. It has a scissor hite. The tail is whip-like with a notice
thinning after about 1/3 its length. The legs are long and stra
The dog needs plenty of freedom and space. Properly trained |
make excellent guard dogs.
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Combai

The Combai is a pure boar hound, it is slightly shorter than

the Rajapalayam, but appears heavier because of its built. The dog
is usually red or brown with a black mask with a dark line along the
back. They were used for hunting boar, bison and deer, History has
it that these dogs were used as early as 9th century AD when the

Marawa Kings ruled South India.
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