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K 44109902 : MAJOR : KHMER LANGUAGE
KEY WORD : RAMAKERTI/ KHMER LITERATURE

BUSABA RUANGSRI : THE LITERARY ART AND THE REFLECTION OF KHMER CULTURE IN
RAMAKERTI, L’INSTITUT BOUDDHIQUE VERSION, VOL. 1 - 10. THESIS
ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. ORAWAN BOONYARITH, Ph.D. ASST. PROF. MANEEPIN PHROMSUTHIRAK,
Ph.D. 326 pp. ISBN 974 — 11— 6519 - 6

The purpose of this study is to analyze the literary values of the Ramakerti vol. 1 — 10, the
khmer classical literature published by L’Institut Bouddhique of Phom Penh to attest its importance
as one of the valuable Ramayana versions of Southeast Asia.

The results of the study shows that most of the content of the the Ramakerti vol. 1 — 10
has Kamban’s R_a-lm—ayamam and Hikayat Seri Rama  as its prototypes. Regarding the writing styles,
the Ramakerti vol. 1 — 10 was written in a dance drama style. Its writing techniques represent Khmer
identity, especially the use of natural environment in setting, and making Rama as the synthesis of
Vishnu incarnation of Brahmanism and Buddhist Bodhhisattva. Moreover, the text was also
composed in the style of Sanskrit Mahakavya depicting the heroic Rama, the warrior. The
descriptions are distinguishing, especially on towns, cities, armies, wars, nature, and characters.

Its literary values are originated from the Mahakavya characteristics especially in words
selection to make harmonies of sound such as rhymes, reduplications, iterations, puns, and patterns of
word. An analysis of figure of speech indicates that simile, metaphor, and hyperbole were used for
empbhasis. Nine literary Rasa were all found, but the heroic is the most emphasized.

In terms of the culture analysis, the Ramakerti reflects the thoughts and the beliefs of Khmer
people which were the mixture of Brahmanism and Buddhism, both Theravada and Mahayana, as well as
their traditional beliefs and values. The most prominent cultures found in this epic are those related
with the Khmer monarchy. The other supportive cultures found are also related to the same institute.

Ramakerti vol.1 — 10 is a literary creation reflecting the fusion of various cultures

existing in Khmer society.

Department of Oriental Languages Graduate School, Silpakorn University Academic Year 2005
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...if T have composed these verses, it is solely because of my earnest desire to show to the world
the greatness of the divine poem composed by Valmeeki, who has mastered the art of flawless

. .3
poetic creation.
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“? Before seeing you and be friending you, we were only four brothers; now with our unending

love , we have become five.
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“ How strange it is that Mother Earth, despite her great penance, could not reap the benefits.

“ Stating that the proud Goddess Earth had not done enough penance to attain Rama as her

king.
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(R;m;yanam p. 151)

* The great Bharadwaja remarked that it was all the work of fate.

“® Though the sun does not suffer from the infirmity of births ( unlike the mortals on carth), as if
to show that all mortals with endless births are bound to die and be reborn, the sun disappeared in the evening
and rose again the next mormning. The sun thus made people seck a kind of bliss transcending heaven, by

releasing themselves from the chain of births and deaths!
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7 malansu

® Bharadwaja, came out to welcome him.The sage had an umbrella, a water jug and also the

sacred stick of an ascetic.
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* The moment Rama set foot on the desert, however, the sun gave moon —like rays. Green
leaves sprouted on the scorched trees. ...Ferocious serpents found nectar dripping from their poisonous fangs
and shed their fury. ...Hunters with well-equipped bows gave up their anger and like saints gracefully desisted
from taking away life . Fierce animals ceased to be ferocious. Even tigresses suckled fawns! .....Dry grass

suddenly became fresh, appearing like a well-spread green blanket...
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* .0 Lord, are Asuras like Campara still there in the celestial world? ...Have you gone to
heaven orly to protect than? But then, it appears to me that you were not destined to witness the auspicious
event of the installation of your victorious crown over the head of your beloved Rama whom you obtaired
after great penance.
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*! Bharata’s lotus hands which were folded over his head to pay homage to Kaikeyi, closed his
ears before her cruel words could reach them. His deep sighs brought forth flames of fire and his eyes shed
blood. His cheeks palpitated. Sparks of fire along with smoke appeared from the pores of his
skin. His tongue got stuck and his long hands clashed with each other raising a great sound, which
frightened even the clouds and rent the earth. When Bharata kicked the earth with all his might in
utter fury, this world and the Meru mountain were in distress,like a ship (carrying elephants)

attacked by a wild storm in the midst of a vast sea.
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%2 Chariots drawn by )Exlis, lions,elephants, tigers, dogs, jackals, demons, horses, bulls, donkeys

and powerful vultures.
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* Sugreeva who could not get over his grief said, [That will be a crime. Instead , I
shall search for my brother in the cave . If he is dead, I shall slay the enemy; and if I cannot
vanquish the enemy, I shall die in the fight]. But the convincing words of the ministers and the
pressure exerted by other vanaras, prevented Sugreeva from entering the cave. The task of

ruling the kingdom was thrust on him by the elders. Ordered by the vanaras, Sugreeva was

forced to rule.
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* On his big hands and feet Rama has the markings of Sankha (Conch) and Cakr
(Disc)which no one else in this world has. Therefore, realise that this Rama with powerful red
eyes and a bow in his hand is none other than Mahavishnu born in this world to uphold justice

and dharma.
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% <1 also see in her body indications of unlimited sorrow in store for her. The way
she is talking to herself shows that she will soon lose her husband and Lanka will be destroyed. ”

Realising that she was not Seeta,...
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* Two vanara,...experts in the Védic art of studying the character and behaviour of
persons,...Looking at Vibheeshana and the others who appeared to be virtuos, and deciding that they were not
deceitiful Rakshasas. ..

% Please tell me .Whoever it may be, if the one who granted the boon to Indrajit, comes to the
battlefield and is penitent, I will not be harsh on him. If not, I will burn the three worlds to ashes, like the three

cities burnt by the scorching arrow of Lord Siva.
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* Peter Whittlesey, The Ramayana in Southeast Asia [Online], accessed 26 December 2005.
Available from http:// www://ias.berkeley.edu/orias/SEArama/RamaOverview.htm#variants/
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