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The purpose of this research is to analyze and describe the beliefs and
ritual in Thai classical music Wai Khru ceremonies by compiling a case- study
of the musicians in the Thai Banleng Ensemble in Amphoe Amphawa, Samut
Songkram. The methodology used in this research is qualitative in nature,
based on in-depth interviews conducted with musicians from the Thai Banleng
Ensemble, as well as monks, local residents from the Amphawa community

and local scholars. The researcher also participated in the Thai classical music
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Wai Khru ceremonies performed by the Thai Banleng Ensemble. The results
of this study are presented in the form of a descriptive analysis.

The results of the study reveal that the Thai classical music Wai Khru
ceremonies performed by the Thai Banleng Ensemble depicts the beliefs of its
musicians regarding the following Brahmin deities: Phra Phrom (Brahma),
Phra Isuan (Shiva), Phra Narai (Vishnu), and Phra Khanes {Ganesh).

The ensemble’s Wai Khru ceremonies also describe their beliefs in the
Gods of Music, namely Phra Vissukam or the Creator of Musical Instruments,
Phra Panjasikorn, a player of the vina, and Phra Prakhontap, the God of Drums.
Furthermore, the musicians of Thai Banleng Ensemble also believe in the
lineage éf musical teachers: Phra Khru Ruesi or Rishi Bharatamuni who was a
great teacher of dramatic arts, and Phra Phirab or Yaksha dancer.

The research confirms the fact that Thai Banleng Ensemble’s Musicians
have a strong belief in Phra Phirab and Phra Khru Ruesi or “Pho kae”.

The Thai Banleng Ensemble organized their annual for 2003 on
Thursday. The ceremonies begin in the morning with a Buddhist rite before
proceeding to the actual Wai Khru ceremonies. Afterwards, the rite of Piti
Khrob or initiation rite is held in the afternoon. The Piti Khrob, or rite of
initiation, varies: there is an initiation rite for learning different categories of
Na Paat songs, and an initiation rite for teaching Thai Classical Music to
others. There is no Piti Khrob to appoint the senior musician the presiding

teacher or grand guru who performs the Wai Khru ceremonies.
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The proceedings of the Thai classical music Wai Khru ceremonies as
conducted by the Thai Banleng Ensemble follow the customs of the Wai Khru
ceremonies conducted by the late Nai Thuek Ensemble, and are performed in
accordance with thdse of the Thai Classical Music School of Luang

Praditphairo (Sorn Silpabanleng).
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