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Thesis Title Tle Phra Malai : A Critical Study
Name Mi's. Chadelak Sanpanich
Departmont Oriental Languages
Academic year 1081

ABSTRAGCY

The present thosis is a study of the local version of the Phra
Malai, the manuscripte of which are presently kept at-\fat(monnstery)
Rajabanlang aand Wat Noenkor; Klang district, Rayong provin.ce. They are
in sncient Thai-bookeforme and there arelj copies, They are in Thai
language written .in Khmer scripts, populsarly used in the late
Ayudhya period to earyly Bangkok period.
The author of this thesis has first trenscribed the manuseripts
into rresent Thai scripte and then ptudied critically the internal dates
It is found that the story of Phra Melal was originally composed by: e

*b pddhist era, It has

Burmcse monk sbout the late léth to early 18
become wellknown in varjous Buddhist countries especially in Burma,
Cambodia, Loas and Tlailand. Ceylon, however, hardly knew the story,
though o cer.aln monk ty vhe nome of Maliva existed there. The story is
popular in verious parts of Thailand and it has cousiderable influence
on the Thal literature as well as the mind of the Thai buddhist, It was

consequantly written ir variouws styles and inseribed in various seripts,

appronriate to the lof:lities.,

]

/
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The thesis is divided into 6 chapters as follows :
Chapter I is &r. introduction in which are doscribed the
backgrounds of Reyong jrovince, the importance of the study, the
aimg of the study, the limitations of the study, related works, ethods
of the study and the expected results,

Chapter 1I deals with the.origin of the Phra Halai, its influence

and its populerity.
Chapter I1I de:1s with the scripts used in the Phra Malal and

their orthography.
Chapter IV is the analysis of the subject-matters of the Phra
Malal to show various espects of social life reflected in it and to

present its litsrary velues,
Chapter V is the comparison of the local Phra Malai with the

royel version of the Prra Malai (Phra Malai Kem Luang)

Chapter VI 'presents the conclusions and sugpestions for further

study,
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