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Abstract

The object of this reserch is to study the art styles, themes
evolution and dating of the Ramayana scene on ancient thai cabinet in
Ayudya and Dhonburi period which now being kept in the Vajiranana
National Library Bangkok.

To establish the sequence these data have clasely been compared

and classified to find out any relationship among them.

The Theme: T1he cabinet is depicted twenty parts which three
parts are unidentifind. The most prevalent part is the battle of In-
drajita which is not seen in the literature of Ayudya and Dhonburi
Period. There are three literature; Te Bhumi Gatha, Dvarapala and
Jataka Arthagatha appears in the painting.

The Style of Art: is depicted the shart part of the story and

the character with scroll design. The principle character wear crowns
and regal body ornament. The foreigner, the celestial assembly and the
Himavanta animals in Te Bhumi Gatha are often shown. This type of

painting is still seen until now.

The Prevelent Characteristic: The early cabinet is decorated with

the glass of multifarious colour the scene of the Ramayana is depicted
at the top of the cabinet from the reign of King Narayana the great.

The form of the cabinet with pig legged style and is decorated with the
designs in the imitation of black marble. But from the reign of King
Bromgoth the pig legged style with guilded lacquer is more favorite.

The scene of the Ramayans is alwalys painted together with scroll design
from Ayudhaya period until now.
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