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ABSTRACT

This Thesis is intended to study the role of Goddess Durga in
South East Asia based on archaeologicel and literary evidences which are
quite limited. However,this study has brought to light the important role
of this goddess in India and South East Asia. The Goddess had been wor -
shipped among the aborigine; in India before the comlng of the Vedic
Aryans. In course of time, she had played an important role as the highest
God of Saktisﬁ. She was regarded as one form of Goddess Uma, the female
counterpart of Siva, the highest God of Salviem. Goddess Durga represented
the fierce form of Goddess Uma. She had been worshipped as the Goddess
of Victory. The Mahabharata mentioned about King Arjuna the hero who ,
before going to war,had approached Goddess Durga for victory. And she
could perform other roles too. Besides bestowing victory, She could hestow
fertility and happiness to her devotees. Sometimes, She was ﬁeld as the
Goddess of Success and Goddess of Health,

The great role of Goddess Durga started when she killed a demon
named Mahisha in which She received the name "Mahishasuramardini"
Performing this role,the Goddess represented the good deed whereas the

demen represented the bad deed. And the Goddess succeeded in defeating



Mahishasura who took the form of a buffalo which means that the good
could defeat the bgd. When Durgs worship spread to South East Asia along
with Brahmanism, the concept of the good (Durga) defeating tﬁe had
(Mahisha) was firmly held by the Indomesians. In other countries, the
Goddess was approached for victory and happiness,

As for the form and style of Goddess Durga, in India, She is
represented in many forms with two hands upto eighteen hands. And the

artists of Southeast asia took Indign form and adjust some detdails to

suit their requirements.
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