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ABSTRACT

Thematic Paper’s Title : Status and Role of Brahmans at the Court of

King Rama 1 (1782-1809 A.D.)

Student’s Name : Miss Supapron Patkaew
Degree Sought : Master of Arts

Major : History

Academic Year : 2006

Advisory Committee
1. Assoc. Prof. Pussadee Chandavimol Chairperson

2. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tawee Taweewan

The aim of this paper is to study the status and role of Brahmans at the
court of King Rama I (A.D. 1782-1809). It was found that the status and role
of Court Brahmanism was influentail with regard to image-making, specifically
in the propagation of the monarch’s irrefutable status as God-King, which was
created by the invention of the notion of absolute power, using rituals as
expression and means of communication with God.

When the reign of King Rama I bagan in A.D. 1782, the invention of
the notion of absolute power was crucial to the beginning of the new dynasty,
the founding of the new capital, Bangkok, and dealing with riots resulting
from the war with the Burmese in the latter period of the reign of King Taksin,

all of ' which caused problems regarding the mobilization of manpower, as well

(6)



as social and economic decline. Therefore, it was necessary to influence lay
people regarding their new King and the new dynasty. This effort was evident
in the various aspects of role played by Court Brahmans, for example by
conducting two ceremonies to mark the King’s accession to the throne, the
construction of the Grand Palace, the revival of court etiquette of the Ayutthaya
period, the building of the City Pillar and the Giant Swing, as well as the
establishment of the Brahman settlement in an area considered at that time to
be the heart of the city.

Consequently, Court Brahmans played an important role in establishing
trust in the monarchy, which directly resulted in the effective promotion of
social and political security. Court Brahmans, in fact, could be likened to an
indispensable part of the royal regalia, especially at the beginning of the
Rattanakosin period, which witnessed the demise of the old capital of Ayutthaya

and Thonburi.
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