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ABSTRACT
The purpose of this study is to compare the

Dhammapada and the Bhagavadgita, with the emphasis on
philosophical thought of which metaphysics, epistemology and
ethics are to be discussed,

It can be concluded from the study that the
Buddhist metaphysics of the Dhammapada differs to some
extent from that of the Bhagavadgita. The epistemology and
ethics as appear in the Dhammapada also differ from the
Bhagavadgita. The Bhagavadgita maintains that the Supreme
Self which is identical with God is the Creator, the
Sustainer and the Destroyer of the world. It is the
Ultimate aim of human aspiration, whereas, the Dhammapada
denies the existence of God or the eternity of soul and
maintains  that Nirvana, which is the state free from
desires, 1is the ultimate truth and the ultimate goal of

the Buddhists. Both the Bhagavadgita and the Dhammapada



agree that ignorance (avidya) is the cause of rebirth
through the action committed by man. According to the
Dhammapada, avidya should be removed through wisdom arises
in one’s own self. The BhagavadgiIta, however, encourages
that one should remove ignorance through devotion to God.

As regard the ethical point of view, the Bhagavadgita
and the Dhammapada agree that one will received the
retribution of one’s own action committed with attachment.
The Bhagavadgita, however, differs from the Dhammapada in
that it lays emphasis on the fact that all actions
performed in service of God are good actions. The Dhamma-
pada, on the other hand, emphasizes that the actions
performed with the intention to remove all kinds of
defilement (kleSa) are good actions.

Both the Bhagavadgita and the Dhammapada agree
that the nature of the ultimate truth is supreme peace,

supreme happiness and the state of no rebirth.
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