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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis was to make a comparative study of
the Concept of Karma and Rebirth in the Suttantapitaka and Upanisads.
The Suttantapitaka is a part of Pali Cannon dealing with teaching of
the Buddha. The Upanisads are the scriptures dealing with philosophy in
the Vedic period of India. Many Upanisads are older than the former.
This thesis is devided into five chapters as follows :

1. Chapter one is the introduction.

2. Chapter two deals with the concept of the Karma and rebirth
as described in the Suttantapitaka and its Commentaries.

3. Chapter three deals with the concept of Karma and rebirth in
the Upanisads.

4. Chapter four deals with the comparision of both concepts
mentioned in chapter two and three.

5. Chapter five is the conclusion and suggestion.

After this study, it is found that there are certain similarities and
differences between the two textual sources which can be concluded as
follows :

1. The Suttantapitaka describes the Karma and rebirth as the
relative cause and effect. Karma means action with volition or will. It is
divided into two important categories : Akusala - kammapatha meaning

unwhole some course of action or evil deed and Kusala - kammapatha



meaning wholesome course of action or good deed. Both categories of
Karma are resulted from the acts done through channels or doors of
actions. The rebirth is the results of good and bad action, and the
planes of existence in the future are also determined by good and bad
actions. Buddhism believes in the theory of rebirth of every beings. The
entity which leads to rebirth is mind or soul. It works through collection
of experiences from good and bad actions.

2. The Upanisads describe Karma and rebirth in a similar
manner to that of Buddhism. Mostly the two concepts have similarities.
Karma means action, activity. It is the law of nature and sometimes it is
under the will of God or Brahman. This Karma is devided into two
categories : the good and bad actions. All the Karmas always have reaction
or effect towards the doers. One becomes good by good action and
bad by bad action. The bad and good actions are important directions of
a new life or rebirth. The Upanisads also believe in the theory of rebirth
beings. Jivatman or soul leads to rebirth. It is not destroyed as the body
is destroyed.

8. The concept of Karma and Rebirth in the Suttantapitaka is
different from Upanisads as Buddhism believes that Karma is the natural
law; it has its cause and effect and is free being above the power of
anyone. Whatever act one did, one would receive its result. Some Upanisads
believe that the Karma and rebirth are not free but under the control
of the God because the God is the Great One above all other things.

4. The similarity between the two concepts in the Suttantapitaka
and the Upanisads is that action, activity or the practice of the religious
teaching. It has good and bad actions. The ultimate good deed which
leads to the destruction of all defilements causes one to attian the supreme
goal of each religion. It is common that good deed leads to development
and creates benefits for oneself and other. The religious action is both

good and bad. The good one is the one that brings about the destruction of



all defilements and leads to the supreme goal of the respective religion.
Its result is worldly happiness in this and the next world and finally
it may lead to highest goal. But the bad deed leads to the destruction of
one and other’s benefits and causes the circle of rebirth in order to

receive its results. -
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