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Sanskrit grammatical texts had long been developed so far. Some orientalists divided Sanskrit
grammatical texts into two systems, namely the Paninian system and Non-Paninian system or the later
school. The important work of the later school is the Katantra, a grammatical text composed by
Sarvavarman with a method distinct from Panini in about 1st century. Sarvavarman made new arrangement
of the topics for an easy learning and for practical purpose. The Katantra comprises 1,401 Satras and 4
chapters or Adhyayas consisting of 7 Prakaranas and 25 Padas. Durgasimha composed a vrtti (commentary)
on the Katantra in about 9" century A.D. The versions of the Katantra that are popular in India are those
belonging to south and north India. The southern version is more popular than the northern one. The
Katantra is also well-known in other countries as it has been translated into Tibetan, Indonesian and

Burmese.

According to tradition Pali grammatical texts are normally divided into 3 schools, namely 1)
Kaccayana 2) Moggallana and 3) Saddaniti of which Kaccayana is the oldest and the most popular.
Traditionally, it is believed that the Kaccayana, a Pali grammatical text was written in India in the 1%t or 2™
century A.D. Modern scholars, however, are of the opinion that it was written after Buddhaghosa, the Pali
commentator. It has 4 chapters, 8 kappas, and 23 kandas. It is one of the most popular grammatical texts as

can be seen from its being commented upon in India, Sri Lanka, Burma and Thailand etc.

From the study it is found that the Katantra has tremendous impact on the Kaccayana. The
author of the Kaccayana literally converted many sutras of the Katantra into Pali in his work. In some sutras
the difference between the two texts is only the wordings but the essential meaning is more or less the same.
The number of the sutras in the Kaccayana is, of course, reduced to a great extent as the Pali language has
undergone simplification through the ages. As far as the other grammatical texts, i.e., the Moggallana and the
Saddantti are concerned, the Katantra seems to have little influence on them. The Saddaniti seem to have
received the influence of the Katantra through the Kaccayana whereas the Moggallana seems to have been

influenced by the Candra.

Department of Oriental Languages Graduate School, Silpakorn University Academic Year 2005
Student’s SigNature ...........cooevverineieieineennnn

Thesis Advisors’ signature 1. ...........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiinann, 2
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